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The next is a letter, on the Fishes eaten by our Saviour
with his Disciples, after his Resurrection from the Dead:
which contains no determinate resolution of the question,
what they were, for, indeed, it cannot be determined. All
the information that diligence or learning could supply,
consists in an enumeration of the fishes produced in' the
waters of Judea.

Then follow, Answers to certain Queries about Fishes,
Birds, Insects ; and a Letter of Hawks and Falconry, an-
cient and modern ; in the first of which he gives the proper
interpretation of some ancient names of animals, commonly
mistaken; and in the other, has some curious observations
on the art of hawking, which he considers as a practice un-
known to the ancients. I believe all our sports of the field
are of Go thick original; the ancients neither hunted by the
scent, nor seemed much to have practised horsemanship, as
an exercise; and though in their works there is mention
of aucupium and piscatio, they seemed no more to have
been considered as diversions, than agriculture, or any
other manual labour.

In two more letters, he speaks of the cymbals of the
Hebrews, but without any satisfactory determination; and
of rhopalick, or gradual verses, that is, of verses beginning
with a word of one syllable, and proceeding by words of
which each has a syllable more than the former; as,

" 0 deus, aeterae stationis conciliator.'*   AUSONIUS.

And after this manner pursuing the hint, he mentions
many other restrained methods of versifying, to which in-
dustrious ignorance has sometimes voluntarily subjected
itself.

His next attempt is, on Languages, and particularly the
Saxon Tongue. He discourses with great learning, and
generally with great justness, of the derivation and changes
of languages; but, like other men of multifarious learning,
he receives some notions without examination. Thus he
observes, according to the popular opinion, that the Spani-
ards have retained so much Latin as to be able to compose
sentences that shall be, at once, grammatically Latin and